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International developments of Digital Heritage

High value-added memory and safeguarding of recorded mankind's knowledge

Dr. Yoshie SEKINE (Edogawa University « Associate Professor) !

Key Word : Digital Heritage, Safeguarding of Recorded Knowledge, Memory, International Cultural Policy

In the field of international policy for cultural heritage protection, international measure has focused on tangible
heritage. Inthe 1970s, globalization progressed rapidly, and the need to overcome modern rationalism and uniformity
was recognized, and there was a need to identify regional characteristics, confirm the originality and authenticity of
uniqueness, and preserve them.  As aresult, the dynamic image itself was valued as an expression showing the cultural
uniqueness of the activity of mankind, and the "Recommendation for the Safeguarding and Preservation of Moving
Images" was adopted. Since then, the importance of cultural diversity, which has been considered by UNESCO for
many years, came to be clarified and clear stipulation as a "Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity" in 2001. The
International community has focused on protection policies centered on tangible heritage. After the declaration, the
international community pay attention to the importance of diverse cultures of each region and ethnic group and the
intangible heritage such as technology and intelligence of mankind that have been handed down. Also, they pointed out
to emphasize the importance of protection to intangible heritage from ignorance and pre-judice of the doctrine of the
human inequality and races.  As a result, the International Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangibles was enacted
in 2003, and efforts were made to protect intangible heritage. At the same time, although the efforts to protect cultural
diversity, which were limited to the Universal Declaration, are only focused to expressions, they were codified in 2005
as a Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. At the same time, the
relationship between intangible heritage and copyright has come to be considered concretely. As a result, the importance
of preserving ideas of mankind themselves as human-created creations has been reaffirmed by the international
community. The preservation for ideas is not only traditional analog materials such as books, paintings, sculptures,
photographs and other arts and crafts, but also need to the representation ideas of mankind what have been recognized
a product of the realization (representation) of expressions. With the spread of computers and video cameras, the
importance of storing and handling the digital data itself produced by these has become a common recognition in the
international community. By finding cultural, historical, and artistic values and human wisdom in digital heritage, the
data itself is positioned as a cultural heritage, and measures and Instruments for the preservation of digital data and

international cooperation are currently required.

1 Address: 474 Komagi, Nagareyama City, Chiba Prefecture, 270-0198, Japan
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