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The purpose of this article is to show how the iden-
tity of migrants is transformed after returning to their
homeland. I do this by examining the reconstructing
process of the identity of the Korean-Chinese who
moved to South Korea for temporal/eternal settlement.
These Korean-Chinese, wanting their peace of mind that
is rarely felt in China, migrate to South Korea where ei-
ther they or their ancestors ever lived but left long time
ago. I call this type of migration “Kikyo (Homecom-
ings)”.

This “Kikyo” from China to South Korea officially
started in 1988, when the Seoul Olympic Game was
held. From then the number of the migrants grew con-
stantly and reached 383,077 in March 2011. In South
Korea there are various terms which express those Ko-
rean-Chinese migrants: “foreign workers”, “Chosun-zok
(the Korean-Chinese)”, “Chinese”, and “Dongpo (Com-
patriot)”. Whereas “Dongpo” implies that those mi-
grants are part of “us” South Koreans, they are
considered as “Others” when the words “Chosun-zok”

or “Chinese” are used to refer to them.
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This article finds that, while South Korean society ex-
cludes the blue-collar Korean-Chinese socially as “for-
eign workers” and “Chinese”, it sees those with
high-level education as “Dongpo” and “Hangugin(South
Korean)”, giving them more opportunities to move up
the social ladder. However, many of those Korean-Chi-
nese with high-level education express themselves as
“Chinese” or “Chosun-zok,” suggesting that, even
though some of them gain benefits from such an identity
given by their host society, they do not always passively
accept the identity.

Many Korean-Chinese migrants come to know
after their “Kikyo” that their identity cannot be the same
forever. For a Korean-Chinese, who has multiple iden-
tities, her/his homeland may change and the meaning of
her/his “Kikyo” may also change in accordance with
which identity is intensified in her/him in each particular
moment. Man’s identity always changes and cannot be
stable; it is constructed and re-constructed constantly

through interactions with other people in society.
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