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| Migration of Korean-Chinese

and the Diversity of
the Korean World

KOH, Sun-Hui

Lecturer, Bunkyo University

This presentation focuses on the complicated rela-
tionship among Korean-Chinese, South Koreans, and
North Korean exiles. Whereas all of them the share same
ethnic roots, each group experienced quite different
kinds of nationalism especially after the end of World
War II during the Cold War.

About 97% of Korean-Chinese, whose total popu-
lation reaches as much as 2 million, are concentrated in
three states of northeastern China which formed
Manchuria under the Japanese Occupation. Until 1992
when China and South Korea entered into diplomatic re-
lations, Korean-Chinese enjoyed the reputation of their
solidarity, higher education level, agricultural technol-
ogy and diligence, support of the North Korean govern-
ment and their kinship and network with its people.
However, the Korean-Chinese community was de-
stroyed by rapid social change caused by the South Ko-

rean massive scale of investments in China, motivating

their migration to other cities of China in special-status-
zones and South Korea. The Korean-Chinese mobility
was so much stimulated that some chose to migrate to
Russia to work and others went to Japan to study and/or
work. After 1990 everywhere South Koreans migrated
to, Korean-Chinese followed to work together. And after
2000, North Korean exiles migrated to everywhere Ko-
rean-Chinese enterprises existed.

The Korean-Chinese migrants to South Korea
brought dispute as to whether they should be consided
“compatriots” in spite of their Chinese nationality and
their “illegal status” as immigrants. Therefore the South
Korean government decided to include the overseas Ko-
reans with a special status settling the Foundation for
them in the latter half of the 1990s. However, they share
nothing more than common language and ethnic roots.
They should accept the diversity of Koreans in order to

create bonds between Koreans around the world.
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