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An Intercultural Journey
to North Korea 2012
Summer

WAKABAYASHI Ippei,
An intercultural tourist

What is history?, is that it is a continuous
process of interaction between the historian
and his/her facts, an unending dialogue
between the present and the past.

- Edward Hallett Carr, 1961

The road to Panmunjom(i#&F3i&) from South then
North

| made a study trip to Panmunjom from South Korea
with my seminar students in 2010 summer. A South
Korean guide was very nervous about many rules. No
jeans, no sandals, no short pants, no short sleeves, no
photos outside buses, etc., while | have heard that the
same tour from North is a relaxed one. | decided to go
to North Korea to know the reality.

On August 25 in 2012 | arrived alone at Pyongyang
airport from Shenyang China. Next morning | went to
Panmunjom with my guides, Mr. Jiang and Mr. Li, via
the old Koryo (=) capital Kaesong(Ba#). In fact

Panmunjom tour from North was a relaxed
entertainment. No dress codes, no camera rules, etc.
Panmunjom is a visible entity of the cold war in East
Asia. Our study trip from South was strictly controlled
by the United Nations forces,
namely the U. S. army. In short
South Korea is not an
independent player in the cold
war scheme, while North
Korea is a relatively
independent player. In my
view this is why they are
relaxed.

With a soldier

Pyongyang Declaration 2002: who disrupted?

Secondly | wanted to know how north people think
about Japan-DPRK (North Korea) Pyongyang
Declaration signed by Premier Koizumi and Chairman
Kim Jong-Il on September 17, 2002.

The Declaration says, “The Japanese side regards, in a
spirit of humility, the facts of history that Japan caused
tremendous damage and suffering to the people of
Korea through its colonial rule in the past, and
expressed deep remorse and heartfelt apology.” Right
after this follows, “Both sides shared the recognition
that, providing economic co-
operation after the
normalization by the Japanese
side to the DPRK side,
including grant aids, long-
term loans with low interest
rates and ...” (from MOFA
Japan website)

BT, 5‘§$%ZWM\A1 YEID0\200 B0IHZEe]
gmasa Ny I

The above is a memorial stamp of the Declaration
signing ceremony printed in North Korea, which |
bought at Stamp Museum Pyongyang on August 27.
Pyongyang declaration might have been the very basis
for Japan not to be isolated from East Asian
Community. Premier Koizumi should be reevaluated as
a brave Statesman who began a normalization process
with the country that U. S. president regarded then as
an evil of axis.

Suddenly soon after the declaration someone disrupted
Japan'’s peace process with North Korea.

August 15 as a domestic icon of Imperial Japan

| have met the past of Japan. | was watching a calendar
in my hotel room. August 15 is a holiday of North
Korea, the liberation day from Imperial Japan. In Japan
the same day is the End of War Day. Yet an important
point is that on August 15 Emperor Hirohito
announced the surrender to Imperial Japanese People.

In short August 15 has the meaning only inside
Imperial Japan. Precisely the war cannot end on the
domestic anniversary. Therefore if we cannot review all
of the relational structures with foreign countries, we
will continue to be isolated from East Asian
community. This is the essence of territorial disputes
today.

Not a country like Iraq

When | asked Mr. Jiang about Songun ((8EB:8), a

military first policy, he answered, “we won’t become a
country like Iraq.” Generally my impression is that
North Korean people might be poor but they are
honest, which we have lost a long ago.
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